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Approved Minutes 

September 25, 2012  

            

New York Mills Zoning Committee 

Regular Meeting 
June 26, 2012 

1:10 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

The regular meeting of the New York Mills Zoning Committee was called to order at 1:10 p.m. in the 

City Hall Council Chambers, New York Mills, Minnesota, all members of the Committee having been 

notified of the meeting. A quorum was present.  

 

Members Present: Chairperson Dianna Wallgren, Julie Gerber, Mike Parta, Jason Schik, Ken 

Peltier 

   

Members Absent:    Jann Lee, Greg Imsande 

 

Staff Present: Zoning Administrator Dave Delaney, Administrative Assistant Cheri 

Kopveiler, City Clerk Darla Berry 

 

Call to Order: The regular June meeting of the New York Mills Zoning Committee was called 

to order at 1:10 pm by Chairperson Dianna Wallgren.  A quorum was present. 

Approval of Minutes:  

 A motion was made by M. Parta to approve the minutes of the May 22, 2012 

meeting, seconded by J. Gerber and carried without a dissenting vote. 

     

Old Business:  Zoning Changes- 

 

Prohibited Fencing—Administrative Assistant C. Kopveiler pointed out that 

the regulations in the zoning ordinance are conflicting in regard to prohibited 

fences such as barbed or electric wire fences.  The ordinance prohibits them in 

any zone except for around public utility structures and communication support 

structures and only over 8’ above ground.  The conflict is that our ordinance 

allows farm animals of varying degrees for lots over 5 or 10 acres.  Discussion 

ensued.  A third exception will be added to the ordinance for hazardous 

fencing, which states: “Barbed wire or electric fences shall be allowed to 

contain animals for parcel which exceed 5 acres in size.  Restrictions may be 

placed on parcels bordering residential lots, in relation to setbacks and fencing 

materials.” 

 

  Fences in Front Yards—The Zoning Committee discussed regulations on 

fences in front yards and opacity in particular.  They agreed to add the 

following statement to the ordinance: “The Zoning Administrator shall have 

the authority to determine the distance back from the front property line which 

a property owner must use fencing which has a higher transparency for safety 

reasons.” 

   

  Temporary Fencing—An addition will be made to the regulations on 

temporary fencing which states:  “**The Zoning Administrator shall have the 

authority to put restrictions on the length of time a temporary fence is allowed 

on a property.  
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  A motion was made by M. Parta to add the above proposed changes to the 

revised Zoning Ordinance as agreed upon in regard to prohibited fencing, 

fences in front yards and temporary fencing.  The motion was seconded by 

J. Gerber and carried without a dissenting vote. 

   

.  

New Business:       

                                 A. Rezoning of Country View lots/Public Hearing— 

 

  A Public Hearing was held prior to this meeting for property owners to express 

their concerns or ask questions regarding the proposed rezoning of Country 

View lots 4, 5 and 6 of Block 6 and the majority of Outlot A from Residential 

A (RA) to Residential B/Commercial (RBC).  No one from the public attended 

the hearing and no objections were received by phone or mail.   The Zoning 

Committee discussed the proposed change, noting that there would be minimal 

affect to neighboring residential lots.  

 

  A motion was made by K. Peltier and seconded by J. Gerber to 

recommend that the City Council change the zoning classification from 

RA to RBC for Country View Lots 4, 5, and 6, Block 6 and the portion of 

Outlot A described as: All that part of Outlot A, Country View, lying east 

of the following described line:  Commencing at the southeast corner of 

said Outlot A (which is also the southeast corner of the Northwest ¼ of the 

Northwest ¼ of Section 9, Township 135, Range 37); thence South 89 

degrees 46 minutes 19 seconds West for a distance of 766.86 feet to the 

point of beginning of the line to be described; thence Northerly to the 

northwest corner of Lot 4, Block 6, Country View and there terminating.  

The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

  

 Zoning Administrator’s Report: 

 

      Zoning Administrator Dave Delaney reported that there has been no further  

      word from Casey’s Convenience Store and gas station as to when they will  

      begin demolition and construction.   

 

         Otter Tail County is doing renovations to the County Office building on South 

     Main, which includes replacement of some sidewalks and entries to alleviate  

      water  problems, and adding a new roof which will be raised about 14”.  

   

     He has been working with the architects in regard to parking spaces for the  

     Share House expansion project.  Zoning regulations do not accurately  

     encompass the type of business Share House operates.  Discussion ensued on  

     the best way to determine the amount of parking spaces needed.  It was decided 

     to use the largest number of employees/residents on site at any given time.  

     Share House residents very rarely have vehicles, and the ordinance also states 

     that if there is a private or public lot nearby it can be considered in the required 

     number of spaces.  Zoning Administrator Dave Delaney recommended a  

     requirement of 30 spaces for off-street parking, which the architects felt was 

     feasible.  The Zoning Committee agreed with this determination. 
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Next Meeting Date:         
 

  The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be held on Tuesday, July 24, 

2012 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Adjournment:               The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Dianna Wallgren at 1:45 pm 

 

      Respectfully Submitted by, 

 

 

 

       Cheri Kopveiler 

 Administrative Assistant/Zoning  


