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Proposed Minutes 

October 28, 2012  

            

New York Mills Zoning Committee 

Regular Meeting 
September 25, 2012 

1:00 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

The regular meeting of the New York Mills Zoning Committee was called to order at 1:05 p.m. in the 

City Hall Council Chambers, New York Mills, Minnesota, all members of the Committee having been 

notified of the meeting. A quorum was present.  

 

Members Present: Chairperson Dianna Wallgren, Julie Gerber, Mike Parta, Jason Schik, Ken 

Peltier, Jann Lee, Greg Imsande 

   

Members Absent:    None 

 

Staff Present: Zoning Administrator Dave Delaney, Administrative Assistant Cheri Kopveiler 

 

Call to Order: The regular September meeting of the New York Mills Zoning Committee was 

called to order at 1:05 pm by Chairperson Dianna Wallgren.  A quorum was 

present. 

Approval of Minutes:  

 A motion was made by G. Imsande to approve the minutes of the June 26, 

2012 meeting, seconded by M. Parta and carried without a dissenting vote. 

     

             Old Business: A.    Zoning Changes- 

 

    Building Materials-- 

 

 Chairperson D. Wallgren noted that the current ordinance does not have any 

guidance as to building materials for principal structures in residential districts.  

It currently says that accessory buildings must be compatible with the main 

structure and the surrounding neighborhood. Recently, a resident planned to 

sheet in an enclosed porch on his home with colored corrugated steel.  

Discussion ensued. C. Kopveiler will do some checking into what other cities 

have. The Zoning Committee agreed our ordinance should require homeowners 

to use conventional building materials suitable for main structures and 

compatible with neighboring homes. 

 

 New Business:       

 

 

                                 A. Murals/Permits to City or its Entities— 

 

  C. Kopveiler reported that she posted on ListServ, a forum developed by the 

League of MN Cities, asking whether other cities obtain zoning permits for its 

own entities, such as EDA or Parks, etc. when putting up structures or signs.  

The only reply she received stated that they do in fact get them to have 

historical record.   

 

Chairperson D. Wallgren discussed Murals which are not painted directly on 
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buildings, but painted on canvas or board and fastened to structures.  

Discussion ensued as to whether they constituted a sign or structure.  

M. Parta felt that they were art and should not need a permit. C. Kopveiler felt 

that residents will not differentiate the two when they are required to obtain a 

permit for a sign on their building.  K. Peltier said they do not advertise 

anything and are not a sign. C. Kopveiler read the definition of a sign which 

stated “any letter, word or symbol, poster, picture, statuary, reading matter or 

representation in the nature of advertisement, announcement, message or visual 

communication, whether painted, posted, printed, affixed or constructed….” 

Discussion ensued.  The Committee agreed that a permit should be obtained for 

attached murals and pointed out that the permit fee is minimal.  C. Kopveiler 

will check with the League on how other cities handle artwork, including 

murals and sculptures.  

 

  

 Zoning Administrator’s Report: 

 

     Brunswick Industries Improvements— 

 

Zoning Administrator D. Delaney reported that Brunswick has done a 

considerable amount of work on their property including making new gravel 

parking areas, and asphalt parking areas and have not yet obtained a permit. 

Delaney pointed out that he has spoken with them several times and a certified 

letter was mailed on August 27, 2012 informing them they need to come in and 

complete an application, but to date, there has been no response.  Discussion 

ensued.  The Zoning Committee agreed it was necessary to contact them again, 

this time sending the letter to Dirk Hyde.  A letter will be mailed tomorrow. 

 

Coop Services/Hardware Hank Update— 

 

K. Peltier reported that the project is progressing ahead of schedule. Plans are 

still to open in late November if possible. 

 

Casey’s General Stores Update— 

 

D. Delaney reported that the Contractor Stark Construction is on site and plans 

to start putting pylons down in the next couple of days.  They are going to try a 

new procedure to put the tanks in without dewatering in which pylons will be 

pounded in and a gravel bed will be made. Tanks will then be lowered into the 

pylons and will be placed 17’ below ground.  Delaney stated the plans are for 

Casey’s to be opening in mid-December. 

 

Share House Update— 

 

There has been no development in the Share House construction project other 

than inquiries by the architects into parking and a notice from the state asking 

for agreement of the continuing use.  

 

     Zoning Permits Issued— 

 

C. Kopveiler presented a spreadsheet of zoning permits issued in 2012. She  

noted that the project costs for this year are over three times higher than last  

year with $3,024,880.00 in projects so far this year. J. Schik pointed out an  



 3 

error in the permit fee for the NYM Regional Cultural Center.  C. Kopveiler 

will correct this amount.   

      

            

  

        Other New Business— 

 

        Chairperson D. Wallgren reported that a lot has been sold in Country View  

        Addition. 

 

            The City is also putting together a Purchase Agreement for the multi-family 

        lot in Country View for Roach Development.  They plan to put up another 

            apartment complex across the street from the existing one, with construction 

            to begin in the fall of 2013 or spring of 2014. 

 

        

Next Meeting Date:         
 

  The next meeting of the Zoning Committee will be held on Tuesday, October 

30, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Adjournment:               The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Dianna Wallgren at 1:42 pm 

 

      Respectfully Submitted by, 

 

 

 

       Cheri Kopveiler 

 Administrative Assistant/Zoning  


