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NEW YORK MILLS CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING 

March 13, 2014 Continued to March 17, 2014 

5:00 p.m. 

  

CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

The special meeting of the New York Mills City Council was called to order at 5:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 

the City Hall Building at 28 Centennial 84 Dr., New York Mills, Minnesota, all members of the Council having been 

notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 

 

Members Present Gerber, Maki, Roder, Schick, and Hoaby  

 

Members Absent None 

 

Staff Present City Clerk Darla Berry, Police Chief James Van Schaick 

  

Guests Present City Attorney Dennis Happel, Attorney LeAnne Miller, Kelly Van Schaick, NYM Dispatch 

Reporter Connie Vandermay 

 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 5:01 p.m.  A quorum was present. 

 

Opening Remarks – Mayor Gerber addressed the Council, staff, and other guests.  She noted that the purpose of the  

meeting was to follow up on the performance evaluation of a City employee.  Further the meeting was being closed 

pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §13D.05, subds. 1(d) & 3(a).  Van Schaick indicated that he would like his guests to 

remain, including Attorney LeAnne Miller and spouse Kelly Van Schaick.  The meeting was then closed at 5:02 p.m.  

Later, Van Schaick and his guests were asked to leave the council chambers, and the meeting continued in closed 

session for some time.  Van Schaick and his guests were invited back into the closed session again and remained until 

the Open session resumed.   

 

Resumption of Open Meeting – Clerk Berry reopened the doors and invited the guests back to the meeting at 6:27 

p.m. for resumption of the open portion of the meeting. 

 

Recess in Lieu of Adjournment 

 

Mayor Gerber announced that the meeting would not be concluded but rather would be recessed.     

 

A motion was made by Maki and seconded by Hoaby to recess the meeting to Monday, March 17, 2014, at 12:00 

p.m. noon.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 
 

Meeting Continuation Monday, March 17, 2014 

 

The Special meeting of the City Council resumed at 12:01 p.m. on Monday, March 17, 2014.  The full council was 

again present at the continuation of the Special meeting.  Also present were City Clerk Darla Berry, Police Chief James 

Van Schaick, City Attorney Dennis Happel, Kelly Van Schaick, Patrol Officer Darius Simon, and NYM Dispatch 

Reporter Connie Vandermay.  Attending via speaker on the telephone was Attorney LeAnne Miller.   

 

Mayor Gerber announced that the meeting was being resumed from the recess announced on Thursday, March 13, 

2014, at about 6:27 p.m.  Mayor Gerber again referred to the matter at hand as a follow up on the performance 

evaluation of Police Chief James Van Schaick, and again announced that the resumed meeting would again be closed 

pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §13D.05, subds. 1(d) & 3(a).  Van Schaick indicated that he would like his guests to 

remain, including Attorney LeAnne Miller via telephone and spouse Kelly Van Schaick.   
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Resumption of Open Meeting – Clerk Berry reopened the doors and invited the guests back to the meeting at 12:50 

p.m. for resumption of the open portion of the meeting. 

 

Mayor Gerber noted that the meeting would continue in open session, and she noted that Jim’s attorney, LeAnne 

Miller, was also present via speaker phone as well.  She noted that the meeting held was a follow up on the 

performance evaluation of Police Chief James Van Schaick.  She announced that Jim had submitted a letter of 

resignation and that a separation agreement had been proposed. 

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to accept the resignation of Jim Van Schaick and to 

approve the separation agreement.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote.   

 

It was noted that the agreement would be signed by both parties and a copy would be forwarded to Jim’s attorney, 

LeAnne Miller.  She then left the meeting by terminating the telephone connection.  Berry asked if we now should sign 

the agreement.  It was noted that there were four originals to be signed, with signed copies to be provided to Jim, Jim’s 

attorney, the City, and City Attorney Dennis Happel.  Clerk Berry stated that she would mail a copy to Jim’s attorney.  

Jim then spoke, and he thanked the City Council for the opportunity he had while he was our employee working for the 

City.   

 

Mayor Gerber noted that we now need to appoint an interim chief.  Councilmember Schik recommended that the 

Council hire Brian Nelson as a temporary, interim chief at an hourly wage.  He asked that he be allowed along with 

Council Member Hoaby and City Clerk Berry to meet with Nelson later to determine the terms of such employement 

arrangement.   

 

A motion was made by Roder and seconded by Maki to hire Brian Nelson the interim Police Chief, and further 

to authorize Schik, Hoaby, and Berry to negotiate the specific employment terms with Nelson.   

 

Berry noted that due to the immediate need for an interim chief, she recommended that the Council authorize an 

exception to the normal policy by allowing that some of the pre-employment items be done post-employment but as 

soon as feasible.  Nelson had previously served as the Police Chief for the City, and so this also warranted a deviation 

from general practice.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to authorize the immediate hiring with certain pre-

employment items being completed as soon as possible post-hiring.  The motion carried without a dissenting 

vote.   

   

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Maki and seconded by Roder to adjourn.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:01 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Darla Berry 

City Clerk 


