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NEW YORK MILLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

July 8, 2014 

4:30 p.m. 

  

CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

The regular meeting of the New York Mills City Council was called to order at 4:33 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 

the City Hall Building at 28 Centennial 84 Dr., New York Mills, Minnesota, all members of the Council having been 

notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 

 

Members Present Gerber, Maki, Roder, Schik, and Hoaby 

 

Members Absent None 

 

Staff Present City Clerk Darla Berry, Administrative Assistant Cheri Kopveiler, Administrative Assistant Jenny 

Geiser,  Liquor Store Manager Kim Hoban, Public Works Director Roger Salo, Fire Chief Ryan 

Brasel 

  

Guests Present NYM Dispatch Reporter Connie Vandermay, City Attorney Dennis Happel, City Treasurer Al 

Berube,  EDA President Larry Hodgson, Jessica Gibble 

   

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 4:33 p.m.  A quorum was present. 

 

Approval of A motion to approve the Minutes from the June 10, 2014, regular meeting, was made by Roder 

 and seconded by Schik.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote.    

 

Updates/Consent Agenda – Mayor Gerber noted the updates and consent agenda items: 

a. MAOSC Thank You for Membership Postcard – Handout 

b. League of MN Cities Benefits Coverage Offering – Handout 

c. June 26, 2014, E-Mail – Solicitation of Job Posting Ad – Handout 

d. June 27, 2014, Letter re:  St of MN PUC Notice of Commission Meeting – Handout 

e. June 27, 2014, Letter from MPCA re:  2015 Project – Handout 

f. June 30, 2014, Letter from PartnerSHIP 4 Health event - Handout 

 

Item c. was discussed.  Berry noted that she had never heard of this organization.  She opined that we could consider 

this much later in the process of our current recruitment process isn’t producing satisfactory results.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve the consent agenda.  The motion carried 

without a dissenting vote. 

 

Department Reports 

 

Liquor Store Report - Kim Hoban addressed the Council.  Kim referred to her written report.  She noted that the 

actual final figures were not completed yet due to the holiday, late arrival of the bank statement, and early date of 

council meeting.  She reported that her system shows total revenues for June to be $61,723.15.  Server training has been 

scheduled and arranged for her newer staff for Thursday night, with Perham Chief Hoaby coming over to provide that 

training.  The location for the training was discussed as the Lund Mania Rules Meeting will consume the entire 

Ballroom and Party Room areas.  It was agreed that the Fire Hall would be used for the training.  Kim reported that she 

is working with the Bakery to make buns suitable for the Panini grill.  She asked that the Council approve new hire 

Trinda Christensen.  She noted for the first month of operations the deli had expenses of $156.10 and revenues of $292.  

Kim reported on the MMBA article reporting that more and more municipal stores are increasing their food offerings.  
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She stated that order sheets for her staff to use for deli orders are being printed at Norton’s, and she passed around a 

sample.   

 

A motion was made by Roder and seconded by Hoaby to approve the Liquor Store report and the hiring of 

Trinda Christensen.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

Fire Department Report – Chief Brasel addressed the Council.  His report was included in the packet, and included a 

Call Summary and June 12, 2014 MN Revenue Letter concerning a reduction in the Fire State Aid matter.  Brasel also 

reported on a disaster training workshop being held in Pueblo, Colorado, by BNSF Railroad.  They pay the travel and 

out of pocket expenses for us to send some people, but do not pay for lost wages.  The workshops are scheduled during 

the fall months and our department may send a couple of guys to it.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve the Fire Dept. Report.  The motion carried 

without any dissent.  

 

Police Report - Chief Gritz was not able to be present at this meeting.  Berry mentioned that due to Gritz’s absence, we 

need the council to approve having the interim Chief Nelson available on an as needed place through July 14.  Also, the 

interview panel recommended the promotion of our part time officer Elliot Stoll to the full time position with an 

effective date of July 21.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the continuation of Interim Chief Nelson’s 

services as needed through July 14, to approve the promotion of Elliot Stoll to the full time position as of July 21, 

and to approve the Police Report.  The motion carried without any dissent.  

 

EDA Report – EDA President Larry Hodgson addressed the Council.  He reported that the June 24 meeting was very 

well attended, and it was held at the Whistlestop.  During the meeting a business loan delinquency matter was 

discussed, and the business owner indicated that he would like to have a revised repayment schedule.  The revolving 

loan fund balance was $107,882.58.  Cultural Center Director Jamie Robertson attended and gave an update on the 

Creamery project.  Many ideas are being generated and considered, and the organization will be seeking some USDA 

funds as well has moving forward with a capital campaign to raise funds.  This is to be a long process and could take 

several years.  Hodgson reported that he and Clerk Berry had met with the consultant on the Housing Study and shared 

the draft with other business leaders.  There will be a formal presentation at a community meeting scheduled in the near 

future.  Hodgson reported that the new development in Country View had 2 units already occupied, with 4 more to be 

occupied on July 1 and 5 more on August 1.   Hodgson reported that he had taken WCEDA consultant Mark Hanson on 

a tour of the Locker Plant earlier, and he had been very impressed with that business.  Each month Larry will be taking 

Mark Hanson to tour local businesses.  The group heard a report from Hanson on the OT Tourism meeting.  The group 

also discussed the billboard/sign ordinance and possible changes.  The next meeting will be held on July 22 at 8:15 a.m. 

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve the EDA Report.  The motion carried without 

any dissent.  

 

Utilities Report – Roger Salo addressed the Council.  He discussed the issues with the well needing new pump, shaft, 

and piping, with an estimated cost of $14,000.  This year’s seal coating project is now scheduled to occur on July 17, 

and Roger has spoke to the businesses that will be affected.  He mentioned that due to recent storms some trees were 

down in Smith Park, and fencing was damaged.  This will be an insurance claim.  We will also have a claim for storm 

damage to one of the irrigators.  The wheel loader will be here soon, and Swenson will haul it here.  The water plant 

roof is leaking, and Roger presented a quote of $8330 for the repairs, for which he requested approval.  Happel 

mentioned the roadway that Lund’s wants to use, and asked about the agreement needed.  The discussion was that the 

City would have the right to deem when repairs to the roadway are needed, and that cost sharing would be 25% to the 

City and 75% to Lund’s for the needed repairs.  Also Berry suggested that Lund’s pays for the City attorney fees for 

drafting this agreement as it is for their benefit.  There would also be a 30 to 60 day right to terminate the entire 

agreement.   
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A motion was made by Schik that the Mayor and Salo be authorized to negotiate the terms and sign the 

agreement for Lund’s to use the road.  Council Member Roder seconded this motion.  The motion carried 

without a dissenting vote.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the $8330 quote on the water plant roof and to 

approve the Utility report.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote.   

 

Zoning Report – Council Member Schik addressed the Council.  The Zoning Committee met on June 24.  They 

discussed the billboard restrictions and whether those should be changed.  They also reviewed the DOT sign 

restrictions.  There is a limited area in New York Mills where billboards could be located per DOT limitations.  The 

group wondered about interest by local businesses in being able to advertise off premises.  Size limitations were also 

discussed.  Another matter discussed was that of a possible requested for a conditional use permit in a Residential B 

area.  Also, discussion of how an ag zone in town would work or if it would be needed at some point.  There was an 

update on the model home being built in Country View.  Cheri noted that the conditional use permit process is 

cumbersome, and perhaps it could instead be rezoned.  The potential buyer of the property that would put the business 

in the house would like this resolved so that he can proceed by September 1.  In order to get the matter addressed on a 

timely basis, the Council could initiate the rezoning by directing that a public hearing be scheduled to be held with the 

next Zoning Committee meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to proceed with the scheduling of the Public Hearing to be 

held by the Zoning Committee concerning the rezoning of several parcels from Residential B (RB) to Residential 

B/Commercial (RBC).  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

A motion was made by Roder and seconded by Maki to approve the Zoning Report.  The motion carried without 

a dissenting vote. 

 

Administration Report – Berry Addressed the Council.   Berry mentioned the items in her report.  She also noted that 

the Verizon generator has now been installed, and the monthly rental fee will be increasing by the agreed upon $350 per 

month.  The rental fees go towards the bond payments for the painting of the water tower.  Election judge pay is to be 

raised from $10.00 to $10.50 per hour, with election judge pay being increased to $12.00 per hour.   

 

Berry noted that the Minnesota State Retirement System is offering a new benefit option where we could have our 

severance sick pay submitted to a MSRS account known as a “Health Care Savings Plan”.  This would alleviate the 

need for me to have the payroll work of using the sick pay severage dollars for those choosing to use it towards the 

premiums to stay on the City’s health plan.  The money will be sent to MSRS upon the employee’s retirement, then the 

employee would use it for any eligible health care expenses, including premiums for the City’s health insurance if so 

desired.  We would not be changing our policy or practices of when an employee is eligible to have some or all of their 

accrued sick leave paid as a severance payment.  Adopting such a plan though would mandate that ALL eligible 

employees must participate.  I would change our policy to reflect that the payment would go to this fund rather than be 

held by the City or paid to the employee directly.  Maki had experience at the School District with this or a similar plan, 

and opined that it would be the way to go.  The council discussed it and did authorize Berry to make the necessary 

changes to our policy and enroll us in this benefit plan offered by MSRS.  Berry agreed to present the changes at a 

future meeting, noting that this only affects an employee at retirement, resignation, etc., and she would plan to have it 

done in time for Salo’s upcoming retirement.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve the increase in election judge pay as proposed 

and to approve the report as presented.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

Public Forum – 5:00 p.m.  

 

At 5:01 p.m., Mayor Gerber asked whether anyone present wished to address the council.  Hearing no response, the 

Public Forum closed.   
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Public Requests –  None 

 

Old Business  

 

Update on Nicholson Property Matter- Handout – June 19, 2014 Letter 

 

Neither Darrell nor his wife attended our meeting.  Berry reported that they stated they would be in town this week.  

The Council discussed moving forward with the court action that would allow the City to deal with the property.  At 

this point, a neighbor arrived at the meeting and stated that the Amish told neighbors that they gave Darrell a bid on 

razing the house.  She expressed concerns that the Amish may not have the certification for the asbestos removal 

process.  Trees on the property continue to be a hazard in storms due to diseases that some of the trees have.  There was 

some discussion that EPA or MPCA could be contacted by the neighbor as to the asbestos concerns and regulations, 

that the City does not regulate or have knowledge of that.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder indicating that City Attorney Dennis Happel should 

proceed with the court process that would give the City the authority to deal with this property directly.  The 

motion carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

New Business 

 

Appointment of Election Judges for August 12, 2014, Primary Election and for the November 4, 2014, General 

Election - A handout in the packet provided the list of election judges.     

 

A motion was made by Maki and seconded by Roder to approve the election judges as presented.  The motion 

carried without a dissenting vote. 
 

Resolution for Clerk to Pay Bills – Due to the early date of this meeting, not all bills have been received.  The 

following Resolution No. 07-08-2014 was presented for consideration.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 07-08-2014 

 

A Resolution for Authorization for Clerk’s Office to Pay Bills Received Through Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council meetings for the City of New York Mills generally are held on the second Tuesday of 

each month; and 

 

WHEREAS, bills received each month are held and approved for payment at the regular monthly meetings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the early date of the July 2014 meeting will preclude payment of billings that may arrive too late for 

payment by July 8, 2014, but should be paid before the regular August 2014 meeting in order to avoid any late payment 

penalties and/or collection efforts by the billing entity(ies); 

 

FURTHERMORE, it is appropriate and prudent for the City Council to ensure that legitimate bills are paid in a timely 

fashion; and  

 

THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of New York Mills hereby authorizes the City Clerk’s office to execute 

payment for any billings received after the July 8, 2014, meeting up through Tuesday, July 15, 2014, with the 

understanding that retroactive Council approval will be obtained for such payments at the August 2014 regular City 

Council meeting.   

 

Adopted by the City Council this 8
th
 day of July 2014. 
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_____________________________   _____________________________ 

City Clerk, Darla Berry     Mayor, Julie L. Gerber 

 

____________      ____________ 

Date      Date 

 

A motion was made by Roder and seconded by Hoaby to approve Resolution No. 07-08-2014 as presented.  The 

motion carried without a dissenting vote. 
 

Resolution to Certify Delinquent Utility Bill – Resolution No. 07-08-2014a was presented for consideration.   

 
CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 07-08-2014a 

 

RESOLUTION TO CERTIFY UNPAID UTILITY BILL TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR  

FOR INCLUSION ON THE TAX ROLLS 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of New York Mills has several past due utility accounts on residential and commercial properties; 

 WHEREAS, the City has attempted resolution of these accounts with the property owner but they remain unpaid;  

 WHEREAS, the City is authorized to collect these unpaid utility fees in accordance with City Ordinance #117, Section 

1.05, Subdivision 8 and City Ordinance 106, section 106.01, and pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 443.015, 444.075, Subd. 3, 

366.012, 415.01, 429.101, and 463.15 through 463.26. 

 WHEREAS, the City wishes to protect its interests in collection of these delinquent amounts in the event that any of these 

properties are sold or otherwise transferred to new owners, and desires to ensure that obligations of the current owners are certified 

to the property taxes to secure the City’s right to collect these charges in the event that any ownership transfers occur.  

 FURTHERMORE, it is now deemed necessary to certify the unpaid amounts due and payable to the Otter Tail County 

Auditor to be collected with the 2014 real estate taxes payable in 2015, or from the sales proceeds in the event of any property 

sales, for these subject debts as follows: 

 

1) PARCEL 73000990223000, 212 Walker Ave. S.,  Owner: Luke Pollard, Contract for deed holders: Melanie Plocher 

and Lucas Totland 

 

Water $431.40, Sewer $609.39 and Gas $561.11, or total due of $1,601.90 

 

Totals to be certified:  Water $431.40, Sewer $609.39, Gas $561.11, or total due of $1,601.90 

 

 

   NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK MILLS, MINNESOTA 

THAT the above named property owners will be sent a final billing and certification notice, in the format as shown in Exhibit A 

attached hereto, providing a final deadline for payment in full of the outstanding amounts due prior to certification to the Otter Tail 

County Auditor.  Any of the above listed utility amounts which remain unpaid as of 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 23, 2014, will be 

submitted to the Otter Tail County Auditor’s office for certification as provided herein. 

  

Adopted by the New York Mills City Council this 8th Day of July, 2014 

 

_____________________________   ___________________________________ 
Julie Gerber, Mayor     Darla Berry, City Clerk 

 

EXHIBIT A 
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NOTICE OF PENDING  

PROPERTY OWNER ASSESSMENTS 
 

Parcel # ____________________________   Physical Address: _________________________ 

 

Owner:   Mr. or Ms. Last Name 

 Your mailing address 

               New York Mills, MN  56567      

 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED of a pending assessment on your property due to the delinquency in payment of the 

following fees owed to the city: 

 

Water   $                          , Sewer       $                             , Gas     $                                         . 

                

TOTAL      $                                         . 

 

The city is authorized to collect these unpaid fees in accordance with City Ord. # 117, Sect. 1.05, Subd. 8 and MN 

Statutes 443.015, 444.075 Subd. 3, 366.012, and 415.01.   

 

You will have until 3:00 P.M. on Wednesday, July 23, 2014, to pay the above total amount and avoid having this 

special assessment certified to the Otter Tail County Auditor to be collected with your 2014 real estate tax payable in 

2015 or upon sale or transfer or ownership of the property.  If certification becomes necessary, an additional 

Administrative Fee of $10.00 will be added. 

 

If you have any questions concerning this assessment, please feel free to contact me at 385-2213. 

 

Darla Berry 

City Clerk         

July 08, 2014 

 

A motion was made by Maki and seconded by Schik to approve Resolution No. 07-08-2014a as presented. The 

motion carried without a dissenting vote. 
 

Future Meeting Dates –The regular meetings are scheduled for Monday, August 11, 2014, at 5:00 p.m., and Tuesday, 

September 9, 2014, at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Payment of Claims - Mayor Gerber noted that the bills were as listed in the final packet.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve the payment of bills.  The motion carried 

without a dissenting vote. 

 

Financial Reports – Berry noted that the financial reports on the electronic version of the packet were wrong in that 

the final reports were not added.  She handed out paper reports during the meeting.  There was not sufficient lead time 

to add them to the electronic packet at the point the error was noticed.   

 

A motion was made by Maki and seconded by Roder to approve the paper copies of the financial reports.  The 

motion carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Maki and seconded by Hoaby to adjourn.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 6:04 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Darla Berry 

City Clerk 


