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NEW YORK MILLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 13, 2014 

4:30 p.m. 

  

CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

The regular meeting of the New York Mills City Council was called to order at 4:32 p.m. in the Council Chambers 

of the City Hall Building at 28 Centennial 84 Drive West, New York Mills, Minnesota, all members of the Council 

having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 

 

Members Present Gerber, Maki, Roder, Schik, and Hoaby 

 

Members Absent None 

 

Staff Present City Clerk Darla Berry, Administrative Assistant Cheri Kopveiler, Administrative Assistant 

Jenny Geiser, Interim Police Chief Brian Nelson, Liquor Store Manager Kim Hoban, Public 

Works Director Roger Salo, Fire Chief Ryan Brasel, Library Director Julie Adams 

  

Guests Present NYM Dispatch Reporter Connie Vandermay, City Attorney Dennis Happel, City Treasurer Al 

Berube, Darrel Nicholson, Sandra Sevre, Jed Stump, Jessica Gibble 

 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 4:32 p.m.  A quorum was present. 

 

Approval of A motion to approve the Minutes from the April 8, 2014, regular meeting was made by 

Minutes Schik and seconded by Roder.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote.    

 

Updates/Consent Agenda – Mayor Gerber noted the updates and consent agenda items: 

a. April 11, 2014, Letter from Bolton & Menk, Inc.  

b. April 2014 Correspondence from Lake Region Electric Cooperative  

c. Invitation to OT County Safe Communities Coalition Luncheon  

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve the consent agenda.  The motion carried 

without a dissenting vote. 

 

Department Reports 

 

Liquor Store Report - Kim Hoban addressed the Council.  Kim referred to her written report.  She noted that year 

to date earnings are below the level from one year earlier.  Roder asked how the earnings to date compare to the 

budget.  Berry noted that generally 1
st
 quarter is break even, but 2013 may have been an exception to that.  Kim 

stated that the new food service station was closer to becoming a reality.  We are waiting on the food preparation 

table to arrive, then the final installations will be completed.  Kim noted that since Jenna Butler resigned, there is a 

full time position that she would like to give to Kelsey Miller.  She spoke also to part time employee Joyce, who 

responded that she would not want to work the nights and evenings required of the full time person.  Also, Kim 

asked for the council’s approval for the liquor store to pay 1/3 share of the street dance band fee, which would be 

$400.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the promotion of Kelsey Miller to full time 

status, to pay the $400 share of the band cost, and Liquor Store report.  The motion carried without a 

dissenting vote. 
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Police Report – Brian Nelson addressed the council.  He noted that the reports were in the packet.  The two new 

part time officers are starting to work and they are doing fine.  There is still some work being done on the computer 

upgrades that were approved at the April meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Schik to approve the Police Report.  The motion carried 

without any dissent.  

 

Fire Department Report – Chief Brasel addressed the Council.  His report was included in the packet. He stated 

that the department had now received the pick-up truck from the Pelican Rapids department.  The recent pancake 

feed fundraiser yielded $2200, and they had a good turnout.  The proceeds will help equip the new pumper/tanker 

that is on order.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the Fire Dept. Report.  The motion carried 

without any dissent.  

 

Library Report – Julie Adams asked if she could address the council although she wasn’t on the Agenda.  The 

Mayor assured her it was fine.  She noted that Jim Van Schaick’s departure meant that there was now a vacancy on 

the Library Board.  Also, Becca Groe will be leaving as of July 31.  Berry advised Adams that a new law would 

require an extensive background check on her new hire as the library staff generally has regular contact with 

children, and that this would add about two weeks to the hiring process.   

 

A motion was made by Schik and seconded by Maki to approve the Library report.  The motion carried 

without a dissenting vote. 

 

Utilities Report – Roger Salo addressed the Council.  He noted item 2 in his report, that a wheel loader was located 

in Caledonia, MN, that he would like to buy.  It is a very good buy, and the dealer would sandblast and put on fresh 

paint, and we could purchase it for $36,000.  Without the paint the price would be $31,000.  Some discussion 

occurred about whether $5,000 for a paint job was needed.  Council Member Roder suggested we purchase the 

wheel loader as is for the $31,000, and then we could get it painted locally later on if we decide it really needs new 

paint.  No one from public works had as yet made a trip to Caledonia to see this item.  Salo noted that per item #3 a 

new mower was purchased but because of some problems with the mower we traded we did not get the trade in 

price we were hoping for, and so the purchase was over budget at $9900 versus budget of $8000.  Per another item 

after #3, Roger has a bid from Howard’s Driveway for some paving work that needs to be done.  Also, the 2014 

sand sealing bids are in, and the low bid is Caldwell Asphalt at $34,000, which is a good bid as the work was 

budgeted at $45,000.  Perham also has a low bid they are accepting from this contractor.  There was a water main 

break that needed to get fixed that will be a large expense.  The known billings thus far total about $4500, but more 

billings relating to this will come in, and the street has not yet been repaired.  Under item 5, the chemical tester we 

use was failing so a new one had to be purchased.  Per item 6, the Quality Pool folks will be here next week to do 

the pool bottom improvements that had been contracted for last year.  Council Member Hoaby asked about 

street/sidewalk repairs needed at the Credit Union.  Salo responded that those repairs will be at the expense of the 

Credit Union not the City.  Roger included his notice that he plans to retire on the last day of February 2015.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the Utility report.  The motion carried 

without a dissenting vote.   

 

EDA Report – Council Member Schik reported that there was an EDA meeting on April 22, with the revolving 

fund loan balance at $104,639.96 at that time.  He stated that Mark Hanson was at the meeting and has been 

working with a local business that has a delinquent loan with the EDA.  The EDA also agreed to a revised 

repayment plan for the Mills Creamery loan.  Any work on doing a comprehensive plan was put on hold while the 

Housing Study is underway.  Mark Hanson has been attending the Thursday morning meetings.  The plan is that 

Hanson will facilitate a planning process with that group to develop a 5- or 10-year plan for the New York Mills  
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community.  Hanson also has been meeting with the Cultural Center to encourage them to develop a realistic use 

plan for the Creamery building. 

 

A motion was made by Roder and seconded by Maki to approve the EDA Report.  The motion carried 

without any dissent.  

 

Zoning Report – Council Member Schik noted that a few permits have been issued, including ones for a 

greenhouse, a new roof on the Share House facility, a pergola, and a bench.  There was a meeting on May 8 with a 

Public Hearing concerning the rezoning of six parcels from Residential to Commercial.  The group has been 

discussing whether the billboard prohibition should be modified or removed in the Zoning Ordinance.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the Zoning Report.  The motion carried 

without any dissent.  

 

Administration Report – Berry addressed the Council.  She noted that included were some job descriptions for 

Building Maintenance/Head Custodian and Part Time Custodian positions.  Berry proposed that it would make 

sense to change the reporting relationship of Mike Pederson to report to Clerk Berry instead of to Salo, as Berry 

currently has much more involvement and interaction with Mike in terms of his work and priorities than does Salo.  

This would also relieve some of Salo’s workload at a time when we will be seeking his replacement and would help 

ease the burden of that position somewhat in terms of a new person coming in and having so many responsibilities.  

Berry also provided a handout showing the costs to the City of having residents and businesses running water 

during the months of February, March, and April of 2014 to prevent freeze-ups.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve the revised job descriptions, the reporting 

relationships as proposed, and the new part time custodial position, as well as the balance of the 

administration report as presented.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

Public Forum – 5:00 p.m.  

 

At 5:04 p.m., Mayor Gerber asked whether anyone present wished to address the council.  No person responded. 

 

Public Requests – At 5:05 p.m., Mayor Gerber invited Darrel Nicholson to address the council.  Mr. Nicholson 

noted that he has now appeared twice, and that the spring has been very wet making it hard to mow regularly.  He 

stated that he checked the house and all is very sound.  He will do more work tomorrow and he plans to have the 

power company come to hook up electric power.  Berry clarified for him that it was Otter Tail Power in that part of 

town, not Lake Region Electric which he had mentioned in his comments.  He asked the Council members to please 

introduce themselves to him as he didn’t know them all.  He asked for an extension of time to complete the work 

order the City had given him in February.  He has abandoned all plans of having the property placed on the 

National Historic Register.   He stated that he intends to make the house livable.  He cannot meet the original 

deadline of May 16 due to the late, cold, wet spring we’ve had.  Council Member Schik asked that a detailed plan 

be submitted with the specific improvements.  The improvements that Nicholson mentioned were interior painting, 

painting and tuck pointing of windows and window panes, and whatever else is needed to make the entire home 

livable.  Schik asked who would live there in the future and again asked for a detailed schedule that would define 

what will be done and when with specific time frames.  Until we see this we cannot grant any extension.  Nicholson 

made some comments about the property lines being an issue and noted that area dogs keep coming over and he 

wants to install a fence to prevent this from happening.  Happel advised that any plan for the improvements should 

be drawn up by a qualified person and not by Nicholson himself.  He suggested that it could be by the OT County 

HRA or by a licensed building official such as Dave Neisen of Perham.  This would be a comprehensive list by 

someone who knows what the standards are for making the house habitable.  It was indicated that such a list needs 

to be submitted by the June 10 City Council meeting, and at that time the Council could decide on any further 

extension.    
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Old Business  

 

Donation of Land from Bud Frost – This matter was originally presented in July 2013.  Mr. Frost wants to donate 

a parcel (in two pieces split by Highway 10) to the City.  His original offer was subsequently put on hold, but in 

December 2013 Mr. Frost informed Clerk Berry that he wished to proceed with the donation.  Berry contacted him 

again the week before this meeting and he still wishes to make the donation.  Berry noted that she would have 

Happel draw up the transfer paperwork, with the expense of the transfer to be incurred by the City.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to accept the land donation with the City to pay any 

expenses associated with this transaction.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 
 

New Business 

 

Zoning Recommendation of Rezoning of 6 Parcels – Findings of Fact and Resolution No. 05-13-2014 – The 

Zoning committee met on May 8 and held a public hearing regarding its plan to rezone six parcels in New York 

Mills.  The Findings of Fact were included in the packet.  The following Resolution was presented for 

consideration: 

 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 
RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-2014 

 

A RESOLUTION TO REZONE 6 CITY PARCELS 
in NEW YORK MILLS, MN 

 

 WHEREAS, The City of New York Mills Zoning Committee has initiated and recommended a change to 

the zoning of 6 parcels with parcel I.D. numbers 73000990160000, 73000990161000, 73000990161001, 

73000990162000, 73000990163000, and 73000990164000 in New York Mills, described as follows:   

 

Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of Block One, Blower’s First Addition, Section 8, Township 135, Range 37, 

Otter Tail County, Minnesota. 

 

This zoning change is being made inasmuch as three of the subject parcels currently and have for some time been 

used as parking lots for Lund Boats and Farmers & Merchants State Bank, while the other three parcels have for 

some time been multi-purpose with the main building being used as rental housing in the back and a commercial 

business in the front.  These uses existed prior to 2008 when the current New York Mills Zoning Ordinance was put 

into effect.  The classification assigned at that time of Residential B (RB) to these parcels was an oversight as the 

use at that time had been consistent with a Commercial (C) zone rather than a Residential B (RB) zone.   

 

WHEREAS, the current zoning of the parcels is Residential B (RB), which is not consistent with the  

actual and long standing use of these parcels to conduct business in a manner consistent with surrounding 

properties.  The City of New York Mills Zoning Committee wishes to make the permitted uses on this parcel 

consistent with the adjacent property, which is Commercial (C). 

WHEREAS, The City Clerk gave notice in the manner prescribed by Statutes of the State of Minnesota 

that this petition would be heard and considered by the Zoning Committee at a public hearing at 1:30 p.m. on May 

8, 2014 in the Council Chambers of the City Administration Building, 28 Centennial 84 Drive West, Box H, New 

York Mills, Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, The City Clerk posted notice of this matter at three locations around the City at least three 

days prior to the public hearing and by publication in the official newspaper prior to the public hearing and 

provided written notice to property owners located within 350 feet of the subject property by U.S. mail, postmarked 

at least 10 days prior to the date of the public hearing; and 



Approved Minutes 

June 10, 2014     5 

The City of New York Mills is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

WHEREAS, The New York Mills Zoning Committee convened on May 8, 2014, investigated and 

considered the evidence in the matter of rezoning and gave their recommendation in support of the rezoning said 

parcels; and 

WHEREAS, The City Council received the recommendation of the New York Mills Zoning, concluding 

that it is in the best interest of the City of New York Mills to rezone the above-referenced parcels as requested. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA THAT:  The City Council wishes to accommodate this request by its Zoning Committee, and 

hereby acknowledges that the New York Mills Zoning Committee has held a public hearing concerning the 

rezoning of the subject parcel which is described as follows:  

Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of Block One, Blower’s First Addition, Section 8, Township 135, Range 37, 

Otter Tail County, Minnesota. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE City Council of the City of New York Mills, Minnesota, that the above 

described parcels shall hereby be rezoned from Residential B (RB) to Commercial (C). 

 

Adopted this 13
th
 day of May, 2014, by the City Council of the City of New York Mills. 

 

 

___________________________________       _____________________________________ 

Julie Gerber, Mayor      Darla Berry, City Clerk   
 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve Resolution No. 05-13-2014 as presented.  

The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 
 

Request for New Mutual Aid Agreement fee schedule - Resolution No. 05-13-2014a – The matter at hand is to 

adopt a new fee schedule to the existing Mutual Aid Agreement.  The following resolution was presented for 

consideration: 

 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-2014a 

RESOLUTION FOR OTTER TAIL COUNTY AREA FIRE SERVICES 

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 
 

 

WHEREAS, the City of New York Mills is authorized, pursuant to M.S.A 471.59, to enter into a 

joint and cooperative exercise of powers common to other contracting parties and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City of   New York Mills is currently under the Otter Tail County Area Fire 

Services Mutual Aid Agreement which is set to expire in 2024 and, 

 

WHEREAS,  the undersigned municipality believes the effectiveness of its fire protection 

services within the municipality is improved by adopting the change in rates in Appendix B of the Otter 

Tail County Area Mutual Aid Agreement effective on January 1, 2015 and, 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK 

MILLS, MINNESOTA THAT:  the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Otter 

Tail County Area Mutual Aid Agreement for use of its equipment, personnel and other resources  
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available to political subdivisions and from other political subdivisions, attached as Exhibit B on 

behalf of the City as a party to said agreement. 

 

Adopted this 13
th

 day of May, 2014, by the City Council of the City of New York Mills. 

 

 

 

Darla Berry, City Clerk    Julie Gerber, Mayor 

 

 
A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Schik to approve Resolution No. 05-13-2014a as presented.  

The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 
 

Update on Police Chief Search by Interview Panel – Berry noted that initial interviews were conducted and that 

in the next few weeks the interview panel would be doing some follow-up on the top candidates.  She suggested 

that a special council meeting be scheduled in a few weeks when a recommendation would be likely by the panel.  

It was agreed to schedule a special city council meeting for Wednesday, May 28, at 5:00 p.m. to receive 

recommendations from the interview panel on selection of a police chief.    

 

Paternity Leave Request, Policy 15, and Proposed Change to Policy 28 – Berry noted that Officer Rud has 

requested a 12 week paternity leave as allowed by Policy 15.  However, the City’s policy #28 on sick leave does  
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not clearly define that sick leave can be used for an approved leave under Policy 15.  Berry proposed new language  

in Policy 28 be adopted and presented those revisions in the packet for consideration. 

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the 12-week paternity leave for Officer 

Rud and to adopt the revisions as proposed to Policy 15.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

BNSF Corner Lot Update/Discussion – Clerk Berry noted that the EDA had been discussing the idea that the City 

acquire the BNSF corner lot at Main and Centennial 84 Drive in order that it could more expediently assist any 

business that wished to locate there.  Berry contacted the railroad about the purchase, and there existed some 

confusion as to whether BNSF or Homestead Building Supply owned the subject lot.  After some investigation 

BNSF got back to Clerk Berry with the finding that it did indeed still own the lot.  They would look at what a fair 

price would be and get back to Berry.  Berry provided BNSF with data on recent sales by the City of comparable 

parcels.   

 

Future Meeting Dates – Along with the special meeting scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 28, 2014, 

the next regular meetings are scheduled for Tuesday, June 10, 2014 and Tuesday, July 8, 2014. 

 

Payment of Claims - Mayor Gerber noted an additional bill from Norton Printing for $635 for City letterhead.  

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Maki to approve the payment of bills including the 

additional bill from Norton Printing.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote. 

 

Financial Reports – There was no discussion.   

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the financial reports.  The motion carried 

without a dissenting vote. 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Maki and seconded by Hoaby to adjourn.  The motion carried without a dissenting 

vote. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:19 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Darla Berry 

City Clerk 


