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NEW YORK MILLS CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING 

May 28, 2014 

5:00 p.m. 

  

CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

The special meeting of the New York Mills City Council was called to order at 5:07 p.m. in the Council Chambers 

of the City Hall Building at 28 Centennial 84 Drive West, New York Mills, Minnesota, all members of the Council 

having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. 

 

Members Present Gerber, Maki, Roder, Schik, and Hoaby 

 

Members Absent None 

 

Staff Present City Clerk Darla Berry, Public Works Director Roger Salo 

 

Guests Present NYM Dispatch Reporter Connie Vandermay  

 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 5:07 p.m.  A quorum was present. 

 

Update on Police Chief Search by Interview Panel – Berry noted that during the past couple of weeks the 

interview panel had reviewed more information about the finalists and had determined that another round of 

interviews with the three would be advisable.  So, there will be no recommendation now until the regular June City 

Council meeting.  This means that staffing will be a bit challenging going forward for a while longer.  Thus, Interim 

Chief Nelson has requested the hiring of another part time officer, MacKenzie Nelson.  Berry noted that this is a 

sudden matter that leaves not much time to get the pre-employment processes taken care of.  She noted that he has 

been a City employee in the past as a life guard so some of the employment paperwork is on hand.  However, some 

of it can take two weeks or longer to complete, so any hiring decision being made should stipulate that certain 

paperwork must be completed before an initial work shift and that certain other paperwork would be completed 

afterwards.  Also this would be a temporary position thru a certain end date.  Any future employment of this 

individual would be subject to the department posting for a part time officer and being the candidate ultimately 

selected amongst all whom apply, that there would be no expectation of continued or ongoing employment afforded 

this candidate due to the City’s policies against employment of relatives, which in this case this officer is the 

interim chief’s adult son.  Discussion continued. 

 

A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to hire on a temporary basis peace officer MacKenzie 

Nelson subject to the normal employee paperwork being done as well as a psychological screening and 

random drug screen testing by Friday May 30 to allow the officer to work a shift over the weekend, with an 

acknowledgement that the FBI and Criminal background checks would be done over the following weeks, 

with this hiring being temporary through Tuesday, July 8, 2014, the date of the July regular City Council 

Meeting.  The motion carried without a dissenting vote.   

 

Wheel Loader Purchase – Roger Salo reported that he has an invoice for the wheel loader that he wants to 

purchase from a dealer in Caledonia, MN, for a price of $36,000, including a new paint job and the repair of a 

hydraulic cylinder.  Roger noted that the dealer was not willing to sell it without these items, and we needed the 

council to decide about this since at the regular meeting earlier this month the council approved the purchase 

without the paint job.  More discussion ensured.  Council Member Schik had telephoned the dealer earlier and 

concurred that it was justified and reasonable in his mind to include the paint job and repair of the cylinder and to 

pay the higher $36,000.  It was agreed that this was still a good buy and under the budgeted amount of $45,000. 
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A motion was made by Hoaby and seconded by Roder to approve the $36,000 purchase of the wheel loader 

with the paint job and cylinder repair, with shipping/trucking to be an additional charge separately.  The 

motion carried without a dissenting vote.   

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Maki and seconded by Roder to adjourn.  The motion carried without a dissenting 

vote. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:52 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Darla Berry 

City Clerk 


